
 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2020 X 10:00am 
Festival of Advent Lessons & Carols 
 
Welcome to Trinity | As beloved children of God 
gathered in community, we are called to LOVE 
God and our neighbor, to SERVE God and the 
greater world, and to GIVE from the abundant 
resources with which we have been blessed.  
 
Guests | If you are visiting or new to the 
community, we welcome you, wherever you 
are on your journey. Please join us in the Parish 
Hall for refreshments after the service and sign 
our guest book in the back of the church so 
that we may have a record of your presence.  
 
Children | All are welcome in the liturgy; 
children are encouraged to participate with 
their families. Children participating in Kids 
Kingdom with Miss Maura today, will return to 
the service at the Peace.  
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This Festival of Lessons and Carols is adapted 
from the Christmas Eve Service sung annually 
at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, England. 
 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on 
Christmas Eve, 1918.  It was planned by Eric Milner-White, 
who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed 
Dean of King’s College, after experience as an army 
chaplain which had convinced him that the Church of 
England needed more imaginative worship.  The concept 
for the original service was instituted by Archbishop 
Edward Benson at Truro Cathedral.  It was based on the 
medieval vigil service.  A revision of the Service was made 
in 1919, involving rearrangement of the lessons, and from 
that date the service has always begun with the hymn 
‘Once in Royal David’s City’. 
 
The service was first broadcast in 1928 and, with the 
exception of 1930, has been broadcast annually, even 
during the Second World War, when the ancient glass (and 
also all heat) had been removed from the Chapel and the 
name of King’s could not be broadcast for security 
reasons.  Sometime in the early 1930’s the BBC began 
broadcasting the service on overseas programs.  It is 
estimated that there are millions of listeners worldwide.  
Our service today comes from the Episcopal “The Book of 
Occasional Services.” 

 

The Advent wreath helps us recollect the miracle of God’s 
becoming human for our sake. The wreath is a circle, 
causing us to remember the eternity of God’s love for us 
and for all humanity. It is decked with green boughs, 
causing us to remember the newness of life we have in 
Christ Jesus. The first candle reminds us of the prophets’ 
hope for God’s salvation to come, as Isaiah prophesied: 
“The Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name 
him Immanuel!” 
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The Entrance Rite 

A time of silent prayer and meditation in preparation for this morning’s liturgy. 
 

Celebrant:  You, O Lord, are our lamp; 
People:  O God, you make our darkness bright. 
Celebrant:  You have been our ever present helper; 
People:  O God, you make our darkness bright. 
Celebrant:  Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 
People:  And give us peace. 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Let us pray,  
All:  Almighty God. We give you thanks for the season of Advent and for this 
opportunity to deepen our relationship with you. As we prepare our hearts for 
the coming of your Son Jesus, fill us with your Holy Spirit, Lord; that we may 
replace the busyness of our lives with prayer and with acts of compassion and 
kindness towards others. We ask all of this in the name of the one whose coming 
we await in joy and wonder; Jesus your Son. Amen.   
The candle is now lit. 
 

Celebrant:  May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon us and scatter the darkness 
from our path.  Amen.   

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel | Veni, Veni, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain 

O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times you gave the law 
in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 
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The Lessons 

We hear the reading of the lessons and sing the hymns together. 
 

The First Lesson | Genesis 3:1-15 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree 
in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So 
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to 
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, 
and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked 
me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly 
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike 
your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 

You Are Near | Schutte 

Yahweh, I know you are near, 
standing always at my side. 
You guard me from the foe, 
and you lead me in ways everlasting. 

Lord, you have searched my heart, 
and you know when I sit and when I stand. 
Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, 
keeping me from harm. Refrain 

Where can I run from Your love? 
If I climb to the heavens You are there; 



5 

If I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, 
still I’d find You there. Refrain 

You know my heart and its ways, 
you who formed me before I was born 
in the secret of darkness before I saw the sun 
in my mother’s womb. Refrain 

Marvelous to me are Your works; 
how profound are Your thoughts, my Lord. 
Even if I could count them, they number as the stars, 
You would still be there. Refrain 

 

The Second Lesson | Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people 
shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass 
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up 
to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd;  he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 
Comfort Ye, Comfort Ye My People | Olearius 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; 
tell of peace!” So says our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness 
mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To God’s people now proclaim 
that God’s pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their war is over; 
God will reign in peace forever. 
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For the herald’s voice is crying 
in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, 
since the kingdom now is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, 
and the hills bow down to greet him! 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, 
and the rougher places plain! 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
as befits his holy reign! 
For the glory of the Lord 
now on earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token 
that God’s word is never broken. 

 
The Third Lesson | Baruch 4:36-5:9 

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from 
God. Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, 
gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory 
of God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put 
on forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness 
that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give you 
evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 
 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your 
children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that 
God has remembered them. For they went out from you on foot, led away by their 
enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made 
low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely 
in the glory of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s 
command. For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy 
and righteousness that come from him. 

 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah | Yiddish Fold Tune/Wold 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
God fulfills the promise. 
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Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
gently lead them homeward. 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
for the King of glory. 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
Let your lights be shining! 

 
The Fourth Lesson | Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are 
of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
Creator of the Stars of Night | Latin hymn, 9th Century 

Creator of the stars of night, 
your people’s everlasting light, 
O Christ, redeemer of us all, 
we pray you hear us when we call. 

When this old world drew on toward night, 
you came; but not in splendor bright, 
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not as a monarch, but the child 
of Mary, blessed mother mild. 

At your great name, O Jesus, now 
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
all things on earth with one accord, 
like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord. 

Come in your holy might, we pray, 
redeem us for eternal day; 
defend us while we dwell below 
from all assaults of our dread foe. 

To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
praise, honor, might, and glory be 
from age to age eternally. Amen. 

 
The Fifth Lesson | Luke 1:5-25 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly 
according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 
 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he 
was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, 
the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When 
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy 
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of 
the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord 
their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the 
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the 
angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting 
on in years.” The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and 
I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 
 

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized 
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that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained 
unable to speak. When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After 
those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 
seclusion. She said, “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked 
favorably on me and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 

 

Christ is Coming | From Advent Jazz Vespers, adapt. Bonnemere 
 

Christ is coming: Prepare the way. 
Christ is coming: Prepare the way. 
Christ is coming. 
Christ is coming. 

The Celebrant offers God’s blessing. 
All:  Amen. 

 

Christ Is Coming | Instrumental 
 
 
 
 

The worship is ended, the Service begins. 



Announcements 
 

✠ IN MEMORIAM The Sanctuary Lamp is dedicated today to the Glory of God 
I✠ PRAYER LIST The Hawkins family, Rich, Kathy, Nate, Audrey, Eileen & family, Lee, 

Brian, Jeanne, Jesse, Alex, Marie & Steve, Mark, Katie, Daniel, the family 
of Jackie Smizer, Tom, Tom, Terri, Stirling, Rita, Lori, Kathleen, Sebrina, 
Christopher, Joyce, Tyler, Jeff, Josephine, Melissa, Michelle, Rich, 
Fabian, Ashleigh, Peggy, Morgan, Matt, Jennifer, Mary Beth, Lori, 
Cassandra, Kim, Laura, Christina & Amber, Katilyn, Joyce, Jessica Joy, 
Patrick, Beth Lee, Christie Lynn, Christopher, John, Beth, Adam, Hailey, 
Kevin, Maureen, Gale, Paul, Julianna, Harry, Ed, Joan, Carol, Steven, 
Geri, Evelyn Rose, Vanessa, James, Vinny, Kevin, Harry, Rosemarie, 
Michael, Kay, Frank, Joanna, Nick, Jeff, Cecily, Carol, Anne, Curt, 
William, Luann, Amanda, Linda, Tracy, Elaine, Amy, Lisa, Aaron, Austin, 
Garrett, Shirley, Pat, Mark, Norlyn, Ashley, Kevin, Bonnie, Bob, Sgt. 
Gabe Davis, Lt. Jacob Drodz and Sgt. Nicole Spiro. 

I✠ KIDS KINGDOM Peek out your windows today for Miss Maura and a surprise! 

I✠ SERVING TODAY Lectors: Jan Schuck, Maura Pasley, Ben Rich, Kim Barton, June Walker; 
Altar Guild: Margie Grose. 

I✠ BLESSING 
PANTRY 

All drinks – coffee, tea, water, juice boxes, juice, ketchup, mayo, salad 
dressing – any kind, men’s and women’s deodorant, shampoo, dish 
liquid. 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church • 91 Church St. • Seymour, CT 06483 • www.trinityseymourct.org 
 

The Rev. Patricia Leonard-Pasley | Rector 
Sarah Hernandez | Music Director 
Maura Pasley | Children’s Minister 
Jan Schuck, Margie Grose | Wardens 
Betheny Hawkins | Associate for Parish Life 
Trisha Orlando | Bookkeeper 

 
Contact Us: (203) 888-6596 • trinityseymourct@gmail.com 

For pastoral emergencies, contact The Reverend Patricia Leonard-Pasley at 203-888-6349 or 203-314-7936 


